
Michigan Health & Hospital Association Patient Safety Organization 65

MHA COLOR-CODED PATIENT ALERT WRISTBAND STANDARDIZATION

Acknowledgements
In concert with the leadership of the MHA and the
MHA PSO, Michigan hospitals are undertaking a
voluntary effort to improve patient safety. These
organizations are pleased to share the contents of this
work product with any organization.

Wristband standardization materials can be accessed
at www.mhapso.org. To obtain additional information
about this project, please contact:

Morgan Martin
Project Development Coordinator
MHA Keystone Center for Patient Safety & Quality
6215 W. St. Joseph Highway
Lansing, MI 48917
Phone: 517-886-8372
E-mail: mmartin@mha.org

Task Force 
A group of dedicated health care professionals in
Michigan committed their input and guidance to this
important patient safety initiative. This was a very
ambitious endeavor and without their personal
involvement and passion for patient safety, this
initiative would not have been possible. The MHA
appreciates and acknowledges those who contributed
to this project: 

Michele Adaline, BSN, CCRN, RN 
Clinical Nurse Manager ICU
Northern Michigan Regional Hospital
Petoskey, MI

Petra S. Berger, CPHRM, Ph.D., RN 
Healthcare Risk, Quality, and Patient Safety
Consultant 
Publications Manager and Senior Editor
The Risk Management and Patient Safety Institute
Lansing, Michigan

Erica Bills, BS, MPH
Administrative Assistant
Allegiance Health
Jackson, MI

Cathy Bogner, BS, CPHRM, RN
Risk Management Coordinator
Hayes Green Beach Hospital
Charlotte, MI

Julie Bulson, BSN, MPA, RN
Manager, Emergency Preparedness
Spectrum Health Hospitals
Grand Rapids, MI 

Andrea Frederick, MSN, RN 
Quality Director 
MidMichigan Medical Center-Midland 
Midland, MI

Jane McLeod, BSN, RN
Vice President, Nursing
War Memorial Hospital
Sault Ste. Marie, MI

Connie Rhoades, BSN, MPA
Director, Quality Management
Marquette General Health System
Marquette, MI

Gretchen Schrage, MBA, MT (ASCP) SH
Manager, Performance Improvement
Patient Safety Officer
Northern Michigan Regional Hospital
Petoskey, MI

Lisa Simpson, BSN, RN
Clinical Nurse Educator - Emergency Department 
Henry Ford Wyandotte Hospital 
Wyandotte, MI

Maureen Thompson, MSN, RN
Patient Safety Manager
University of Michigan Hospitals & Health Centers
Ann Arbor, MI

Lisa Ward, BSN, RN
Lead Coordinator of Clinical Safety and Risk
Management
Providence Hospital and Medical Centers and
Providence Park Hospital
Southfield, MI/Novi, MI



66 Michigan Health & Hospital Association Patient Safety Organization

MHA COLOR-CODED PATIENT ALERT WRISTBAND STANDARDIZATION

Financial Support
The following vendors contributed financially to the
production costs of the MHA PSO’s color-coded
patient alert wristband standardization toolkit:

� IdentiSys, Inc., Eden Prairie, MN

� Laserband, St. Louis, MO

� Precision Dynamics Co., San Fernando, CA

� The St. John Companies, Valencia, CA

� Zebra Technologies, Vernon Hills, IL

Contributors
The task force also expresses special appreciation to:

� The Arizona Hospital and Healthcare
Association for allowing use and modification
of its intellectual property on which this
toolkit is based.

� The Hospital & Healthsystem Association of
Pennsylvania and the Texas Hospital
Association for allowing use and modification
of its intellectual property on which this
toolkit is based.

� The Pennsylvania Color of Safety Task Force,
a group of 13 hospitals in northeast and
central Pennsylvania that came together to
standardize color-coded patient alert
wristbands on a regional level. This task force
created the original implementation toolkit
and served as the catalyst behind other similar
state initiatives.

Production Credits
Public Affairs
Lori Latham, vice president, Political and Public
Affairs
Kevin Downey, assistant director, Public Affairs
Ruthanne Sudderth, coordinator, Public Affairs

Design
Kendra VanNote, division manager, Graphic Design &
Print Services

MHA Keystone Center for Patient Safety &
Quality
Morgan Martin, project development coordinator
Sam Watson, senior vice president, Patient Safety &
Quality

Copyright © 2008 Michigan Health & Hospital Association (MHA). Derived, with permission, from original works copyrighted by the
Hospital & Healthsystem Association of Pennsylvania, the Texas Hospital Association (THA) and the Arizona Hospital and Healthcare
Association (AzHHA). No reproduction permitted for commercial purposes. Reproduction with or without modification permitted for
noncommercial purposes only; however, no modification of colors of wristbands and their corresponding conditions permitted.



www.mhapso.org




