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Color-coded Patient
Alert Wristband
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in Michigan

Michigan Health & Hospital Association
(MHAY, the MIA Patient Sty
Organicationand Micigan hospials are
undertaking an effort vluntarly to
improve patientsofety by adopting
Standard wristband colors. Sandardizing
thecoors ofalertwristbands acros the
Sate  an the nation ~ helps stff
membersdo hei jobs betir and safe
Nurses and ochers o longer have to
remeniber coorsor symbols niaue 10 a
specfic hosptal. This s a simple,
effctive way to reduce erros and

Understanding
the Color-coded
Patient Alert
Wristband
Standardization
Project in
Michigan
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Nichigan, an the same colorsfor e speciic
e s s in e than 25 othes sttes.

Why a color-coded patient alert
‘wristband?

Colorcoded patent ser wrishands sre wsed.
i hospitals to quickly commuricate 4 cerain
healh care satus o ondiion that a ptient
may have. The colorcoded vristoand 55
visul “sler”for al afl members,and helps
every stafl member provide the bes care
possble. i sdditon tothe meaning.
assocated with the specific color, the “dler” i
riten on the wrsthand to e the chance
of confusion.

‘What do the different
colors mean?

s hospital uses three differnt colorcoded
petentsert wrsthanes, and they sxc
commonly ssed in Michign ss well s i3
bospial i mipl oher sstes.
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Red means alergy alert. A sl 1o
anytning - food, medico, e, dust, s, pet
hai, et —should be documented. The red
wrsband remindscaregivess t check the
gy before elveing food, medicne or ther
Sepecsofcae. T can b vy important 10
Svoid nplssent o srows esctions.
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ellow means a isk of falls Nurses
contimoudly sses patirts to determice
ey need et aertion to prevent .
Sometmes,a person may become weakered
et s or Decause of  ecent gy
Whe a patien has thiscolorcoded slet
waistband, it s indicated tht his pient
e to e sssisted when walking t avoid &
possbie ll.
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‘Parple means the physician has witten &
dormot resuscitate order, W ptiets e
expresd 0 end-of 4 wish, he hospl snd.
it caregvers v o omor

Patients and
family members need to
be involved.

By kowing the messing of the colored
wristbands, you can hlp your aregivers et
your needs

Plesse share informstion shout allerges with
you caregivers. Thisincluces foods and
ollns, s well s medication alkrges.

Ifyou have s endency to lose oo balnce, ]
your marse. [fyou e fint o unseady sfers
procedue o following sedtion, nfors your
Coregper snd do o 0 gt p wihost

165 have s advance dinctve, plese ll.
your tesm o caregvers. An advane directive
‘el pour octor what ind ofcreyos wen,
you become unsbl o mike mecical decsons
£y wnt 0 complte sn avsnce dirctive,
‘sl your nure. This hospial wants to honor
yourvishessnd documesting our preferences
v us o do o





