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162005, hospital in Pennsyharia submited
aveporttothe Pennsylvania Paent afey
Reperting Sysem desribing an event i
which cincians neacly aled to esce 3
petient who had s caiopumonary arest
ecause the patien had been incorectly
designated s do-not-reusciae. The souree
of confusion was & nurse who incorctly had
placed s yellow wrisband on the patent. In
tha hospial, a yellow wristband signified that
the patien showlé not e resseiaed. In 3
ey hospital where the e also worked,
yellow signified “resiricted extremit

meaning that this e s ot 0 be wsed for
drawing blood o7 obaining ntsvenows.
acces. Forunately inthis case, another
Gliniian idenifed the mistake and the
patint was resuscitated. However, this ‘near
s highlighs a pocencial soure of ervr
and an opportinity to mprove patent ety
by re-svalusting the s of color-coded
patient lert wiithande.

Michigan hosptls sckowledge and thark

his Penniylvania hosptl fo s ranspazency
and disclosue o this even. It could ave

happencd anywhere, and i has served 853
“wske-up”cal to many:

Michigan has joined
the effort.

s sl ofthe Pennsylvania Pates Sy
Advory seporing that the vse o clor-coded.
etient len wristbands could, f not done
uformly,creste unnecessary sk, many
St began to work towsrd standardizston
of colorcoded paient der wristhands in
scute-cae hospials.

Inthe fll of 2008, he Michigan Heslth &
Hospital Associston SO spproved the
Gesign of  stewice niiativ to ring this
patint sfcy effor o Michigan By the end of
the year, more then 25 states had
implemented sandardized wristoand colors
for allnge, llsand do-not esusctate.

Standardizig the colos of sl wristhands
scros the state - and the nstion — elps sl
embers do their jobs eter and sfer. Nurses
s others i longe have o emermber colors
o symbols unique t s specfic hospial. They
conlearn a single se of s that vl apply i
s Michigan hospials

* Red means allergy slext.
© 0 means fall isk.
« Purple means do-not-resuscitate
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12008, surveys wese s o Michigen
Hospitle asingquestons e o ol
coded patient e wristoands. The el
e tha eigh difizent colosmechocs
‘v eing e in Michiga to comvey do-
ot et seven dfeent
colormethos conveyed fll s and fve
Comveyed allegy

“The risk was apparent. And the answer s
this project.

‘Confusion can result when the same clors
ar used fo iflerentslers. A sandard.color
er wristoand commricacs 2 uick
warning 0 everyone

Educating patients and families
is important.

How something i sid i st s rmportans a5
what i sid. 1t sl s important 10 bave &
conssent message to help paientsfamiis
cemermber what i d and to insill  sense of
confidence i the health care sysems snce ll.
‘Saff membess deliver the same nformation,

“The ollowing mode “scipt” should be used
0 eliver consistent informtion o patents
and families sbout the standardized color
coded patent slert wristoand progra.

Seript

What i a color-coded patint alert
wristband?

Colorcoded paient lert wristhends e wsed i
hospital to qickly communicate s cenain
hesls care st o condition tt 5 patient
iy have. The clorcoded wristhand i 3 vl
“alet for all e merbes,an hlps every

s merbe provide the bist care posssl

‘What do the colors mean?
“This hospital uses thee ciffrenscolorcoded
patient alen wrstbands, and they are
Commonly used n Michigan, 2 well 3
hosptals in mliple ocher st

Red means alergy aler. Paentsshoulé
nform caregers sbout sl o aything -
Tood,medicine, e, dist, grass, pt i ctc.
The rd wristhend rerminds caegiers o check.
e llergy beore delverin food, mecdicineor
e spects of care. This cambe very mpariat
o s uaplessent o seriousrectons.

ellow means  risk of falls. The hospitsl
wanis o preven:fls sl times. Nurses
continuously assess patints to Gtesmine if
hey need exta atention to prven a Gl
‘Sometmes, a person may become weakened
e 1o lnds o because o  recent surgery:
When s patient has this color-coded let
wristband, the nurse i indicating that tis
patient nesds o be sssisted when walking o
void s possle .

‘Purple means the physician has written 3
dornot.resuscitate order, When patents
have exprossed an end-of e wish, the
hosptal and it casegivers want o honr .

Risk-Reduction
Strategies
Staff Should Know

Color-coded Patient Alert
Wristbands/
Risk-Reduction S
‘Quick Reference C:

1 Use wrsthands with the lert messsge pre-
printed (such 15 DNR).

2. Remmove any “social cause” colored
wristbands (such as LIVESTRONG).

. Remmove wrishands that have been applied

by anothes iy, except or exmergency
identificaion bands.

4 Iniiste anding spon sdmission, changes
inconition o receip o information.
g the hospital sy

5. Educate patints and iy members
segaing the wristhands,

6. Coondinate charywhite bosrdeare
plan/door sgnsge information/sickers
with same color oding.

7. Educate staff o veriy colorcoded patent
alrt wristands upon asessment and
Guring band-off of ase and fality transter




